
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 June, 2008

Between 6.45pm & 7.30pm (Village Inspection) and 7.30pm & 8.20pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Absent
John Hartshorne Chairman
Sarah Robson From 7.30pm
Clive Emerson
Harry Scott From 7.30pm
Ron Holden

In attendance
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk from 7.30pm

1.  Annual Village Inspection
The following summarises the findings of the Annual Village Inspection which was carried put 
between 6.45pm and 7.30pm:
 

1. IT WAS AGREED that the ‘Children Playing’ sign at the junction of Brierley Gardens and 
Camp Road should be removed and replaced;

2. Footpath to Otterburn Mill:  IT WAS AGREED that the Chairman meet with Euan Pringle 
again and decide on the best way to proceed;

3. IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk and Ron Holden to ask Keith Robson for a quotation to 
place a seat opposite Tower entrance.

4. The bus shelter barrier should be replaced.  It is about a year since it was damaged.  IT WAS 
AGREED to speak to Northumberland County Council (NCC) concerning its repair or 
replacement;

5. Play area.  IT WAS AGREED that 1) the Chairman would move the dog bin and 2) a ‘No 
Dogs’ sign needed and Tynedale Council should be asked to provide one;

6. IT WAS AGREED that the Chairman would make a case to Tynedale Council that they empty 
the dog bins at a sensible cost;

7. Dennis’ Lane: the street light is not working and should be REPORTED;
8. Excess signage on road into Otterburn from north. IT WAS AGREED to speak to NCC;
9. Ron Holden noted that there had been a lot of vandalism at the RTC sports centre recently. 

The Parish Council thought it would be an improvement if the centre sign was repainted;
10. Snaith’s garage: Regarding the recent placement of a caravan in the lower parking area IT WAS 

AGREED that the snowberry bushes were hiding this well.
11. The litter bin by club (beside salt bin) needed replacing.  IT WAS AGREED to ask Tynedale 

Council to do this;
12. IT WAS AGREED that the road surface in Brierley Gardens needed resurfacing,  especially at 

the top end where the potholes and drains make the surface dangerous;
13. Verge on right hand side of the Camp road heading north needed cutting.  IT WAS AGREED 

to ask NCC to do this.

2.  Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and AGREED from Val Corbett who was on holiday.  Councillor 
John Riddle had also forwarded his apologies.
3. Minutes of the previous meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting on the same date, both having 
been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
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4. Matters arising
a) item 4c: Audit to 31 March, 2008: The Chairman reported that the Clerk had submitted the Audit 

documents together with a detailed accompanying letter.  He thanked the Clerk for her efforts 
in this respect.

The Clerk reported that the Auditor had questioned the inclusion of the amount of £173 in the 
VAT Control account in the Statement of Accounts.  The Auditor required the amount to be 
removed from the Statement of Accounts and the corrected figures to be initialled.  A charge of 
£25 plus VAT could be expected from the Auditor for pointing out this error.  IT WAS 
AGREED that 1) the corrected figures represented the year end balances and 2) the auditor 
should be asked to forgo the additional charge because no guidance on this aspect of the audit 
had been received.

b) item 4e: Local Council Insurance: IT WAS AGREED that this insurance cover would be reviewed 
following the annual playground safety inspection. 

5. Finance
a) Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary (£75.25) and expenses (£nil) was 

AGREED.

6. Planning
There were no new planning applications to consider.  It was noted that planning application NNPA 
08NP0017 concerning the construction of 2-storey side extension, single rear extension & external 
porch, 6 Hopefoot Cottages, Otterburn, had been AGREED by NNPA.

7.  New business
a) Northumberland County Council and Otterburn village improvement projects to compensate for the recent A696 

closure: A report, summarising the exchanges between various parties, had been circulated.  The 
Chairman confirmed that a number of village improvements noted in the report would be 
undertaken by NCC.  With regard to the footpath to Otterburn Mill, the Chairman believed that 
this might be constructed by NCC in the future.  However, following planning errors, it would 
be unjust if Mr. and Mrs. Hoggarth had to meet the cost of changing their garden boundary to 
accommodate the path.  IT WAS AGREED that the Chairman would meet with Brian Corbett 
and the Clerk to cost the construction of a gravel path on the land donated by Brian Corbett.

b) Footpaths at Otterburn Hall: The Chairman reported that NCC Rights of Way Committee would 
consider this matter at a meeting on 12 June.  The footpath officer believed that there was a 
strong case to reinstate the public use of the footpaths in the Hall grounds.  However, the 
Angel Group could well appeal.  

c) Signposting at Willowgreen re dog fouling:  IT WAS AGREED to ask Tynedale Council to erect a sign 
on the verge adjacent to 1 Burnview Drive, Willowgreen.

8. Any other business
a) Post Office Consultation Programme:  Correspondence had been received and the matter would be 

included on the Agenda for the next meeting.

9. Date, time and place of next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 2 July, 2008 at Otterburn 
Memorial Hall.
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